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suspending the rules and passing the 
bill (S. 2318) to authorize the Secretary 
of State to pay a reward to combat 
transnational organized crime and for 
information concerning foreign nation-
als wanted by international criminal 
tribunals, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. 
ROS-LEHTINEN) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

INVESTIGATIVE ASSISTANCE FOR 
VIOLENT CRIMES ACT OF 2012 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on 
suspending the rules and concurring in 
the Senate amendment to the bill (H.R. 
2076) to amend title 28, United States 
Code, to clarify the statutory author-
ity for the longstanding practice of the 
Department of Justice of providing in-
vestigatory assistance on request of 
State and local authorities with re-
spect to certain serious violent crimes, 
and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. GOWDY) that the House suspend 
the rules and concur in the Senate 
amendment. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the Senate 
amendment was concurred in. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CONDEMNING NORTH KOREAN 
MISSILE LAUNCH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on 
suspending the rules and agreeing to 
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 
145) calling for universal condemnation 
of the North Korean missile launch of 
December 12, 2012, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. 
ROS-LEHTINEN) that the House suspend 
the rules and agree to the concurrent 
resolution, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CONDEMNING IRAN FOR PERSECU-
TION OF BAHA’I MINORITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on 

suspending the rules and agreeing to 
the resolution (H. Res. 134) condemning 
the Government of Iran for its state- 
sponsored persecution of its Baha’i mi-
nority and its continued violation of 
the International Covenants on Human 
Rights, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. 
ROS-LEHTINEN) that the House suspend 
the rules and agree to the resolution, 
as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

URGING EUROPEAN UNION TO 
DESIGNATE HIZBALLAH AS A 
TERRORIST ORGANIZATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on 
suspending the rules and agreeing to 
the resolution (H. Res. 834) urging the 
governments of Europe and the Euro-
pean Union to designate Hizballah as a 
terrorist organization and impose sanc-
tions, and urging the President to pro-
vide information about Hizballah to 
the European allies of the United 
States and to support the Government 
of Bulgaria in investigating the July 
18, 2012, terrorist attack in Burgas. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. 
ROS-LEHTINEN) that the House suspend 
the rules and agree to the resolution. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

b 2320 

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY 

(Mrs. SCHMIDT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. SCHMIDT. Mr. Speaker, this is 
the last speech that I will ever give in 
this House and it saddens me the way I 
have to leave, because we leave as a di-
vided caucus and a divided House. 

The American public expects more 
from us, but the American public also 
expects us to recognize that we are 
spending their money, and we are 
spending ourselves into a debt that we 
will not be able to repay. Our children 
and our grandchildren will be the heirs 
of our misspending of our taxpayer dol-
lars. 

I voted ‘‘no’’ tonight because we were 
increasing our debt limit at an unprec-
edented proportion. My dear colleagues 

in this House, as I leave this body, I 
ask you to be conservative in your 
votes on spending. Remember, we have 
children and grandchildren that will be 
saddled with this debt. We are a great 
country, but we are a great country be-
cause we can afford to pay our bills. 
Let us not lead down into the path of 
fiscal irresponsibility or that will no 
longer be the case. 

God bless this institution, and God 
bless the United States of America. 
And thank you for this 7 years and 4 
months I was able to honor the Second 
Congressional District. God bless all of 
you. 

f 

HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF 

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I have just 
been informed that we will be having 
perhaps no further votes in this Con-
gress. I am deeply disappointed at that 
information. 

We have millions of our fellow citi-
zens who have been badly damaged by 
a storm called Sandy. Overwhelmingly, 
the United States Senate passed some 
relief. I can’t remember a time when 
we had a very serious storm, tornado, 
fire, or flood when we did not act. This 
Congress is apparently leaving town 
without responding to that emergency. 

There’s not one of us, not one of us in 
this Congress that could not be in the 
same position. I live in a coastal State, 
but whether you live in the Midwest or 
the far west, whether you live in the 
South or the East or the North or the 
West, you could be and your citizens 
could be and your neighbors could be 
confronted by a natural disaster—or 
for that matter, a man-made disaster— 
and our fellow citizens would expect us 
to respond as the United States Senate 
has responded. 

It was my belief, an assurance was 
given to me—not 100 percent—and the 
gentleman who gave it to me did not 
make this decision, but I am deeply 
disappointed, Mr. Speaker. 

The people who have been damaged 
by Sandy, including Governor Christie, 
a Republican, and Governor Cuomo, a 
Democrat, should be deeply dis-
appointed and, yes, angry that this 
Congress would adjourn without ad-
dressing the pain of our fellow citizens. 

I’ve been to New York. I’ve walked 
the beaches. I’ve seen the homes that 
have been destroyed, with my col-
league GREG MEEKS. I’ve talked to 
NYDIA VELÁZQUEZ. I’ve talked to other 
Members of Congress—Congressman 
CROWLEY, Congressman PALLONE, Con-
gressman ROTHMAN—all of whom have 
had their citizens deeply damaged by 
the ravages of the, perhaps, storm of 
historical proportions that struck the 
Northeast. None of us is immune, not 
from a tornado or a flood or a fire. 

I deeply regret this. I can’t change 
this opinion, but it’s not what we 
ought to be doing. There are Repub-
licans who are deeply grieved by this 
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